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My  first-ever  booklet 


I bear  admiration  for  Ala  Hadrat  Imam  Ahmad 


Raza  Khan  since  my  childhood.  My  first-ever  piece 


was  published  on  25th  Rajab-ul-Murajjab  1393  (31st  March, 
1973)  on  the  eve  of  ‘Yaum-e-Raza.’  J«j£.«dufliAsJ  Its  numerous 
editions  have  been  published  with  minor  amendments  with  the 
passage  of  time. 

In  those  days,  the  signature  that  remind  of  Raudah-e-Rasul 
j*  did  not  instil  into  me;  I established  that  mindset 
later.  However,  for  the  sake  of  remembrance,  the  initial  date  is 
still  retained  on  the  last  page.  May  Allah  Js-As-  accept  this  of  my 
endeavour  and  make  this  brief  booklet  beneficial  for  the  devotees 
of  the  Most  Blessed  Prophet  Jtasdii  J*.  May  Allah  j^:-A 

forgive  me  and  every  Sunni  reader  of  this  booklet  without 
holding  accountable,  for  the  sake  of  Ala  Hadrat 


of  writing  is  ‘A  Brief  Biography  of  Imam  Ahmad  Raza’  which 


25th  of  Muharram-ul-Haram,  1433  Hijri 
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This  booklet  was  written  by  Shaykh-e-T ariqat  Amir-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat,  the  founder  of  Dawat-e-Islami  'Allamah  Maulana  Abu 
Bilal  Muhammad  Ilyas  Attar  Qadiri  Razavi  .yidi  in 

Urdu.  The  Translation  Majlis  has  translated  this  booklet 
into  English.  If  you  find  any  mistake(s)  in  the  translation  or 
composing,  please  inform  the  Majlis  on  the  following  postal 
or  email  address  with  the  intention  of  earning  reward 
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A Brief  Biography  of 

Imam  Ahmad  Raza 


No  matter  how  hard  Satan  tricks  to  prevent,  do  read  this  booklet 
completely  for  the  betterment  of  your  afterlife. 


Excellence  of  Salat-‘Alan-Nabi  fer 

It  is  a glad  tiding  from  the  Prophet  of  mankind,  the  Peace  of  our 
heart  and  mind,  the  Most  Generous  and  Kind  jusdii  J*, 

‘Whoever  will  recite  Salat  upon  me,  I will  intercede  for  him.’ 

(Al-Qawl-ul-BadV , p.  261  - Muassasa-tur-Rayyan,  Beirut) 


Auspicious  birth 

My  Master,  A’la  Hadrat,  Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat,  Reviver  of 
Sunnah,  Eradicator  of  Bid’ ah,  Scholar  of  Shari’ ah,  Guide  of 
Tarlqah,  ‘Allamah  Maulana  Al-Haj  Al-Hafiz  Al-Qarl  Ash- Shah 
Imam  Ahmad  Raza  Khan  t a>;>  was  born  on  Saturday, 
10th  Shawwal,  1272  A.H.  (14th  June  1856)  at  the  time  of  Zuhr 
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Salah  in  Jasoli,  one  of  the  districts  of  Bareilly  Sharif,  India.  The 
name  corresponding  to  the  year  of  his  birth  (1272  A.H.)  is 
Al-Mukhtar.  (Hayat-e-ATa  Hadrat,  vol.  1,  pp.  58  - Maktaba-tul-Madmah, 
Karachi ) 


Birth  year  of  A’la  Hadrat 

My  master  A’la  Hadrat  fcSs&iisv  has  derived  his  birth  year 
from  Part  28  Verse  22  of  Surah  Mujadalah.  In  this  verse,  there 
are  1272  numerals  according  to  ‘Ilm-e-Abjad1 2  and  his  birth  year 
according  to  Hijrl  calendar  is  also  1272.  Therefore,  it  is  cited 
on  page  410  of  the  book  Malfuzat-e-A’la  Hadrat  published  by 
Maktaba-tul-Madmah:  The  birth  dates  were  under  discussion; 
therein  A’la  Hadrat  said:  JU-sV  Vj  My  date  of  birth  lies  in 
the  verse: 


It  is  these  upon  whose  hearts  Allah  has  ingrained  faith,  and  has 
aided  them  with  a Spirit  from  His  own. 

[Kanz-ul-Imdn  (Translation  of  Quran)]  (Part  28,  Mujadalah:  22) 


His  birth  name  is  Muhammad.  His  grandfather  called  him  as 
‘Ahmad  Raza’  and  he  became  prominent  with  this  later  name. 


1 It  is  the  science  of  deriving  numerical  equivalent  of  Arabic  alphabets. 
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Amazing  childhood 

Generally,  in  every  generation  the  state  of  mind  of  the  children 
is  almost  similar  - that  until  the  age  of  seven  or  eight  years  they 
remain  immature  and  as  such  they  are  unable  to  conceive 
from.  But,  the  childhood  of  A’la  Hadrat  ^ asA  was  very 
outstanding.  His  sense  of  maturity  and  memorizing  capability 
were  so  strong  even  in  the  childhood  that  that  he  succeeded  in 
completing  the  recitation  of  the  complete  Holy  Quran  in  the 
small  age  of  just  4V4  years.  At  the  age  of  six,  he  delivered  an 
extremely  scholarly  sermon  on  the  topic  of  Milad-un-Nabi 
JUs-jdbsisfe  JIsSmjI  J*  in  front  of  a very  large  gathering  in  the  blessed 
month  of  Rabi’-ul-Awwal  and  was  applauded  warmly  by  the 
scholars  and  clerics.  At  the  same  age,  he  determined  the 
direction  of  Baghdad  Sharif  (the  sacred  city  of  Ghaus-e-A’zam 
and  thereafter,  he  never  stretched  his  legs  in 
that  blessed  direction  out  of  respect.  He  had  burning  zeal  for 
Salah;  he  would  offer  the  daily  five  Salah’s  in  Masjid  taking 
care  of  Takbir-e-Aula.  Whenever  he  would  happen  to  come  across 
some  woman,  he  would  immediately  bow  his  head  lowering 
his  eyes,  being  overwhelmed  with  the  Sunnah  of  the  Beloved 
Prophet  JUs-jdbssfe  J*  which  he  poetically  expressed  in  the 
blessed  court  of  the  Most  Blessed  Prophet  igjbSiAi  J*  as 

under: 


Nichi  ankhaun  ki  sharam-o-haya  par  Durud 
Aunchl  bmT  kT  rif’at  pay  lakhaun  Salam 

( Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish ) 
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A’la  Hadrat  ^d^sA'a^  embraced  piety  to  such  an  extent  that, 
in  his  adolescence,  the  sound  of  his  footsteps  could  not  be  heard 
whilst  walking.  He  commenced  observing  fasts  of  Ramadan-ul- 
Mubarak  from  the  age  of  seven.  (Fatawa  Razawiyyah,  vol.  30,  pp.  16) 


An  event  of  childhood 

Sayyid  Ayyub  ‘All  «sfejis5s±i ^ has  stated  that  when  A’la  Hadrat 
ajii  was  a child,  a teacher  used  to  come  to  his  house  to 

teach  him  the  Holy  Quran.  One  day,  whilst  teaching,  the  teacher 
asked  A’la  Hadrat  *&  $&&&■&  again  and  again  to  utter  a word 
from  a Quranic  verse  but  he  <4 iJtsSs&iisv  could  not  articulate  it 
in  the  way  as  his  teacher  asked  him  to  do.  The  teacher  would 
pronounce  the  word  with  a Zabar  but  A’la  Hadrat  ^d^sAia^i? 
pronounced  the  same  word  with  a Zair.  When  A’la  Hadrat’ s 
grandfather  Maulana  Raza  ‘All  Khan  kF?  noticed  that 

situation,  he  called  A’la  Hadrat  dui  *i)i  kSv  closer  and  asked 
someone  to  bring  the  Holy  Quran  so  that  the  correct  word 
could  be  seen.  On  seeing  the  Holy  Quran,  he  discovered  that 
the  scribe  had  mistakenly  written  Zabar  in  place  of  Zair,  i.e. 
what  A’la  Hadrat  d^  Ail  isf*  uttered  was  correct.  His 
grandfather  ^d^sA'^-a  asked,  ‘Ahmad  Raza!  Why  did  you  not 
utter  the  word  as  your  teacher  asked?’  A’la  Hadrat 
politely  replied,  ‘I  tried  to  utter  as  the  teacher  did  but  I felt  as  if 
I did  not  have  control  over  my  tongue.’ 

A’la  Hadrat  has  himself  narrated,  ‘There  was  a 

teacher  of  mine  by  whom  I would  learn  initial  level  books; 
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whenever  he  would  complete  with  his  teachings,  I would 
glance  at  my  lessons  just  once  or  twice  and  would  close  the 
book.  Afterwards,  when  he  would  ask  me  to  repeat  my  lessons, 
I would  repeat  word  by  word.  He  would  astonish  observing 
that  situation  daily.  Once  he  said  to  me,  ‘Ahmed!  Are  you  a 
human  being  or  jinn?  My  teaching  consumes  time  but  your 
memorization  does  not!’  A’la  Hadrat  4iLzJbSj>\k3h?  replied,  ‘All 
praise  be  to  Allah  Js-sS^,  I am  a human  being,  however,  I have 
been  blessed  with  the  Benevolence  and  Bounty  of  Allah  JsM*-.’ 
(Hayat-e-A’la  Hadrat,  vol.  l,pp.  68) 


*1 ^ 


First  Fatwa 

At  the  age  of  13  years,  10  months  and  4 days,  a Dastar 
(certification  of  the  completion  of  Islamic  studies)  was  conferred 
on  Ala  Hadrat  as  he  had  completed  all  the  traditional 

Islamic  disciplines  from  his  respected  father  Maulana  Naqi  ‘All 
Khan  On  the  very  same  day,  he  wrote  a 

Fatwa  in  reply  to  a query.  Finding  the  Fatwa  correct  and 
accurate,  his  exalted  father  Maulana  Naqi  ‘All  Khan 
delegated  to  him  the  office  of  Mufti  and  Ala  Hadrat 
continued  the  services  of  Ifta  till  his  demise.  (Hayat-e-A’la Hadrat, 
vol.  1,  pp.  279) 

sUo  itS\ 
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A’la  Hadrat’s  expertise  in  mathematics 

A’la  Hadrat  aaaaAa  was  blessed  with  unimaginable  treasure 
of  knowledge  in  innumerable  disciplines.  He  made  his 
contribution  to  about  fifty  disciplines  and  wrote  valuable  books. 
He  possessed  expertise  in  almost  every  discipline.  He  had  such 
perfection  in  ‘Ilm-e-Tawqit  (science  of  the  determination  of 
timings  of  Salah  and  Fasting)  that  he  would  set  his  clock  merely 
by  looking  at  the  sun  in  daytime  and  the  stars  at  night.  The 
time  he  would  set  was  always  accurate  and  never  differed  by 
even  a single  minute. 

A’la  Hadrat  Ax  JU5  Jji  was  exceptionally  skilled  in 
mathematics.  Once,  Dr.  Ziyauddin,  the  vice  chancellor  of  ‘All 
Garh  University,  who  possessed  foreign  degrees  and  awards, 
visited  A’la  Hadrat  A^  ja  A"  asU  to  seek  the  solution  to  a 
mathematical  problem.  A’la  Hadrat  As  #i>i  ^A  asked  him  to 
express  his  problem.  He  replied,  ‘It  is  not  so  easy  to  express 
this  problem.’  He  AAAA aa  asked  again,  ‘Express  a bit!’  The 
vice  chancellor  described  the  full  complexity  of  the  problem 
but,  to  his  astonishment,  A’la  Hadrat  As  jA  A ^A  instantly 
provided  a satisfactory  solution! 

Stunned  by  listening  the  correct  answer,  Dr.  Ziyauddin  said,  ‘I 
had  made  up  my  mind  to  go  to  Germany  for  seeking  the 
solution  to  this  problem  but  fortunately  our  Professor  of 
Islamic  studies,  Maulana  Sayyid  Sulayman  Ashraf  Sahib  guided 
me  to  come  here.  It  seems  as  if  you  were  already  looking  into 
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the  solution  of  the  same  problem  in  some  book.’  He  went  back 
delighted  and  satisfied.  He  became  so  impressed  by  the  grand 
personality  of  A’la  Hadrat  ;Jji  W:  that  he  grew  beard 

and  became  regular  in  offering  Salah  and  observing  fasts  of 
Ramadan.  (Hayat-e-A'la  Hadrat,  vol.  1,  pp.  223-229) 

Ala  Hadrat  also  possessed  substantial  proficiency  in 

Taksir,  Astronomy,  ‘Ilm-e-Jafar  etc. 


Amazing  power  of  memory 

Abu  Hamid,  Sayyid  Muhammad  Kachochawl  sAa 

has  stated,  ‘When  I had  been  in  Bareilly  Sharif  for  rendering 
services  in  Dar-ul-Ifta,  events  revealing  instantaneous  response 
of  Ala  Hadrat  on  queries  were  seen  day  and  night, 

astonishing  the  people  around.  Among  these  responses,  there 
were  some  such  wonderful  answers  the  parallel  of  which  had 
never  been  reported  in  the  past.  For  example,  some  query  was 
received,  the  experts  of  Dar-ul-Ifta  reviewed  that  and  it  was  felt 
that  some  altogether  new  issue  has  been  raised.  As  such,  it  had 
been  obvious  that  no  ruling  from  Islamic  jurisprudence  could 
be  found  for  replying  and  answer  will  have  to  be  derived  using 
generic  rulings  set  by  Islamic  jurists.  So,  when  we  entered  the 
court  of  Ala  Hadrat  ^ ^ W;  for  asking,  ‘Strange  and 

altogether  new  queries  are  being  asked.  What  methodology 
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should  be  adopted?’  Ala  Hadrat  replied,  ‘It  is  a very 

old  query.  It  has  been  explicitly  mentioned  on  so  and  so  page 
number  of  Fath-ul-Qadlr  by  Ibn-e-Humam,  on  so  and  so  page 
number  of  so  and  so  volume  of  Rad-dul-Muhtar  by  Ibn-e- 
‘Abidln,  and  in  Hindiyyah  and  in  Khairiyyah.’  When  those 
books  were  referred,  not  a difference  of  single  dot  was  found  in 
the  mentioned  page  number,  line  and  contents.  This  divine 
bestowed  virtue  and  talent  of  Ala  Hadrat  -A-  Jfca  sAi  asA  always 
kept  the  scholars  astonished.’  ( Hayat-e-A  ’la  Hadrat,  vol.  1.  pp.  210) 

May  Allah  have  mercy  upon  him  and  may  He  forgive  us 
without  any  accountability  for  his  sake! 

J)S\ 


Memorising  the  Quran  in  just  one  month 

Sayyid  Ayyub  ‘All  A'  aaA  has  stated  that  one  day  Ala 
Hadrat  said,  ‘Some  unaware  people  write  the  title  of 

‘Hafiz’  with  my  name  whereas  I don’t  deserve  it  as  I am  not  a 
Hafiz  of  the  Holy  Quran.’  Sayyid  Ayyub  further  said 

that  Ala  Hadrat  JA  a aaA  started  memorising  the  Quran 
from  the  very  same  day.  Probably,  the  duration  for  that 
memorization  was  from  having  made  the  Wudu  for  Salat-ul- 
‘Isha  to  the  commencement  of  Jama  at  of  Salat-ul-Tsha.  Ala 
Hadrat  J&sA'asA  memorised  one  Parah  (part)  every  day  and 
he  finished  the  30th  Parah  on  the  30th  day. 
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On  one  occasion,  A’la  Hadrat  As  Jta  &\  kr-t  said,  ‘I  have 
memorized  the  Holy  Quran  in  sequence  making  efforts.  I 
have  done  so  in  order  that  the  utterance  of  the  people  who 
write  ‘Hafiz’  as  a title  with  my  name  may  not  turn  out  wrong.’ 

( Haydt-e-A’ld  Hadrat,  vol.  1,  pp.  208) 


Love  for  the  Holy  Prophet  Mr 

The  personality  of  A’la  Hadrat  #i>i  asA  was  a symbol  of 
profound  love  for  the  Exalted  Prophet  JUs-jdbssfc  JtsSaiii  j*.  The 
intensity  of  the  love  of  A’la  Hadrat  sit  &&&  for  the  Holy 
Prophet  jisJisSai)!  J*  may  be  realized  by  reading  his  poetic 

masterpiece  ‘Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish.’  He  has  composed 

poetic  lines  in  praise  of  the  Holy  Prophet  from 

the  bottom  of  his  heart  that  testifies  to  his  immense  love  & 
admiration  for  the  Most  Exalted  Prophet  diasti  J*.  He 

never  wrote  any  poem  in  flattery  of  any  worldly  lord  because 
he  had  adopted  submission  and  devotion  solely  for  the  Exalted 
Prophet  JbojisJiaiAi  J*  with  heart  and  soul.  In  fact  he  was  at 

climax  of  this  attribute  of  his.  He  JtsJii&v-  expressed  these 
sentiments  in  the  following  couplet: 

Inhayn  jdnd  inhayn  mdnd  na  rakhd  ghayr  say  kdm 
-CAl  As  Mayn  dunya  say  Musalman  gayd 
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Refraining  from  flattering  the  lords 

Once,  various  poets  composed  poems  in  the  praise  and 
compliment  of  the  Count  of  Nanpara  (district  Bahraich-UP, 
India).  Some  people  requested  A’la  Hadrat  *iU  As\  ksf-&  to 
compose  a poem  in  praise  of  that  count.  In  reply  to  this,  A’la 
Hadrat  wrote  a Na’at  in  praise  of  the  Prophet  of 

Rahmah,  the  Intercessor  of  Ummah  with  the 

following  opening  couplet: 

Woh  kamdl-e-husn-e-Huzur  hay  kay  gumdn-e-naqs  jahan  nahin 
Yelu  pliul  klidr  say  dur  hay  yehi  sham’ a hay  kay  dhuwan  nahin 

Meanings  of  difficult  words:  Kamal  = Perfection,  Naqs  = 
Imperfection,  Khar  - Thorn 

Explanation  of  Raza’s  poetry:  The  elegance  and  majesty  of  the 
Most  Beloved  Prophet  of  Allah  js-At  is  at  the 

highest  degree  of  perfection  i.e.  he  is  ideal  in  these  attributes. 
He  J*  is  absolutely  flawless  - imperfection  is  not 

conceivable  in  him.  Every  flower  carries  thorns  at  its  stem  but 
the  fragrant  bloom  of  Aminah’s  flower  bed  is  absolutely  free 
from  thorns.  Every  candle  is  replete  with  the  smoke  which  is  a 
sort  of  flaw  in  it,  but  the  Beloved  Prophet  Jtadii  J*-  is 

that  bright  candle  in  the  domain  of  Prophets  that  is  smokeless 
i.e.  absolutely  flawless. 
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And  in  the  closing  couplet,  A’la  Hadrat  phrased  the 

word  ‘Nanpara’  so  beautifully: 

Karim  madh-e-ahl-e-duwal  Raza  paray  is  bald  mayn  mayrl  bald 
Mayn  gada  him  apnay  Karim  kd  mayra  Din  pdra-e-nan  nahin 

Meanings  of  difficult  words:  Madh  - Praise,  duwal  = wealth, 
Para-e-Nan  = Piece  of  bread 

Explanation  of  Raza’s  poetry:  A’la  Hadrat  ALc  JU5  Aji  kn-&  has 
stated,  ‘Why  should  I admire  the  rich?  I am  beggar  of  the  court 
of  the  Benevolent  Prophet  My  religion  is  not 

for  Para-e-Nan.’  ‘Parah’  means  a piece  and  ‘Nan’  means  bread. 
So  it  implies,  ‘It  is  none  of  my  business  to  earn  my  bread  by 
flattering  the  worldly  lords.’ 

Beholding  Mustafa  in  wakefulness 

When  A’la  Hadrat  A^  A isA  went  to  perform  Hajj  for  the 
second  time,  he  kept  reciting  Salat  & Salam  in  front  of  the 
sacred  tomb  till  late  night  with  the  desire  of  beholding  the 
Beloved  and  Blessed  Prophet  j*  but,  in  the  first 

night,  he  was  not  predestined  to  be  blessed  with  that  grand 
privilege.  On  this  occasion,  he  wrote  a famous  lyric  in  whose 
opening  couplet  he  expressed  the  hope  of  attachment  with  the 
Merciful  Prophet  J*. 

Woh  silay  lalah  zar  phirtay  hayn 
Tayray  din  ay  bahdr  phirtay  hayn 
11 
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Explanation  of  Raza’s  poetry:  Get  bloomed  0 Spring.  Look! 
The  Sovereign  of  Madinah  JUs-jdbssfcJfaSiiisi  J*  is  coming  towards 
the  flower  bed. 

In  the  closing  couplet,  he  expressed  his  worthlessness  in  a 
highly  melancholic  mood: 

KoT  kyun  puchay  tayrT  bat  Raza 
Tujh  say  shay  da  hazar  phirtay  hayn 

(In  the  second  line  of  the  above  couplet,  A’la  Hadrat 
humbly  used  the  word  ‘Sag  [i.e.  dog]  ’ for  himself,  however,  Sag- 
e-Madlnah  has  written  ‘Shayda  - one  who  is  deeply  in  love). 

Having  presented  the  lyric,  while  he  was  sitting  reverentially 
waiting  for  beholding,  his  fortune  smiled  as  he  was  blessed 
with  beholding  the  Holy  Prophet  Jta&iii  J*  with  open 

eyes  in  wakefulness.  (Hayat-e-A’la  Hadrat,  vol.  1,  pp.  92) 

May  we  be  sacrificed  on  those  eyes  that  beheld 
the  Most  Beloved  Prophet  Jta  of  Allah  ji:-A  in 

wakefulness!  He  was  deservedly  blessed  with  this  privilege  as 
he  was  deeply  devoted  to  the  Holy  Prophet  J* 

and  engrossed  in  his  love,  which  is  evident  from  his  poetry. 
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Glimpses  from  character 

A’la  Hadrat  ss^kr-o-  said,  ‘If  someone  would  split  my  heart 
into  two  pieces,  he  will  see  s)|  M inscribed  on  one  piece 
and  Ail  Jyl 3 on  the  other.’  ( Sawanih  Imam  Ahmad  Raza,  pp.  96- 

Maktabah  Nuriyyah  Razawiyyah,  Sukkur) 

Tajdar-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat,  Shahzada-e-A’la  Hadrat,  Hudur  Mufti 
A’zam  Hind  Maulana  Mustafa  Raza  Khan  says  in 

Saman-e-Bakhshish: 


Khuda  aik  per  ho  to  aik  per  Muhammad  Jistii  j* 

Agar  qalb  apna  dan  pdrah  kariin  mayn 

In  the  eyes  of  the  eminent  and  respected  scholars  and  saints  of 
his  time,  A’la  Hadrat  was  fully  captivated  in  the  love 

of  the  Prophet  of  Rahmah,  the  Intercessor  of  Ummah,  the 
Owner  of  Jannah  He  was  often  found  gloomy 

due  to  being  away  from  the  Holy  Prophet  yi's  Jta  d>i  J*. 
Whenever  A’la  Hadrat  would  read  the  blasphemous 

statements  written  by  the  ‘paid  blasphemers’,  tears  would  well 
up  in  his  eyes.  He  ^ JtsSsAi  kn-o-  forcefully  refuted  them  so  that 
they  may  be  diverted  to  writing  against  him  in  reaction  rather 
than  against  the  Exalted  Prophet  JfaSaiii  j*. 

A’la  Hadrat  <JM  j&i  often  felt  proud  that  Allah  has 
made  him  a shield  for  the  protection  of  the  glory  of  the  Noble 

13 


www.dawateislami.net 


A Brief  Biography  of  Imam  Ahmad  Raza 


Prophet  J*  in  those  times.  He  would  refute  their 

blasphemous  statements  forcefully  and  bitterly  so  that  they 
become  engaged  in  using  their  energy  against  him  and,  for  that 
span,  they  could  not  blaspheme  the  Beloved  and  Blessed 
Prophet  JU s-jdbsLsfcJtsSabiJ*.  He  says  in  Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish: 

Karun  tayray  nam  pay  jan  fida 
Na  bas  aTk  jan  dan  jahan  fida 
Do  jahan  say  blu  nahin  jT  bhara 
Karun  kya  karoron  jahan  nahin 

A’la  Hadrat  Jta  -M  never  let  the  poor  return  without 
donating.  He  ^ would  always  help  them.  Even  in  the 

last  moments  of  his  life,  he  JfcS  *&!  k&o-  made  a will  to  his 
relatives  to  look  after  the  poor,  serve  delicious  food  to  them 
and  never  rebuke  them. 

A’la  Hadrat  would  often  remain  busy  with  writing 

and  compiling  books.  He  JtsSs&i&sr*  would  always  offer  Salah 
with  Jama  at  in  Masjid.  He  ^ Ji\  ksf-o-  would  consume  very 
little  food. 
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Reverential  sitting  posture  during  Milad 

In  Milad  Sharif,  A’la  Hadrat  Aji  kt-a-  used  to  sit  in 

reverential  posture  like  that  of  Salah  throughout  the  Milad 
session  and  he  would  stand  up  for  invoking  Salat-o-Salam  at 
the  instant  of  mentioning  of  the  blessed  birth.  He  would  deliver 
sermon  from  the  pulpit  for  four  to  five  hours  sitting  constantly 
in  the  same  reverential  posture. 

Would  that  we,  the  slaves  of  A’la  Hadrat,  adopt  the  virtue  of 
sitting  in  that  reverential  posture  whilst  reciting  or  listening  to 
the  Holy  Quran,  attending  Sunnah-inspiring  Ijtima  at,  Madani 
Muzakarah,  Madani  Halqah  etc.  (Sawanih  Imam  Ahmad  Raza,  pp. 
119)  (Haydt-e-A’la  Hadrat,  vol.  1,  pp.  98) 


A unique  way  of  sleeping 

At  the  time  of  sleeping,  Ala  Hadrat  would  place  his 

thumb  on  his  index  finger  forming  the  word  ‘kill.’  He  would 
never  stretch  out  his  legs  while  asleep.  He  would  sleep  along 
his  right  side  with  both  hands  combined  and  placed  under 
his  head.  He  would  then  bend  his  legs.  In  this  way 

his  body  would  portray  the  word  ‘-wA.’  (Hayat-e-A’la  Hadrat, 
vol.  1,  pp.  99) 

These  are  the  unique  manners  of  the  devotees  of  Allah  jsTA 
and  the  lovers  of  His  Noble  Prophet 
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Nam-e-Khuda  hay  hath  mayn  nam-e-Nabi  hay  zat  mayn 
Muhr-e-ghulaml  hay  pan,  likhay  huxvay  hayn  nam  do 


The  train  kept  halted! 

Janab  Sayyid  Ayyub  ‘All  Shah  has  reported:  Once, 

A’la  Hadrat  was  travelling  from  Pilibhit  to  Bareilly 

by  railway  train.  During  the  journey,  the  train  stopped  at  Nawab 
Ganj  station  for  two  minutes.  The  time  of  Maghrib  Salah  had 
started.  As  soon  as  the  train  halted,  A’la  Hadrat  ^ ^ 

started  offering  Salah  in  the  train  having  invoked  Takblr-e- 
Iqamat.  There  were  probably  five  persons  who  joined  A’la 
Hadrat  in  Salah.  I was  also  amongst  them.  Just 

before  joining  the  $alah,  I chanced  to  glance  at  the  non- 
Muslim  station  guard,  who  was  waving  the  green  little  flag.  I 
looked  outside  from  the  window  and  found  that  the  line  was 
clear  for  departing  the  train.  But  the  train  did  not  move.  A’la 
Hadrat  ^ completed  all  the  three  Fard  Rak’at  with  full 
composure  and  at  the  instant  when  he  had  paid  Salam  towards 
the  right,  the  train  departed.  The  invocation  of 

aJji  aJji  6^  voiced  from  the  tongues  of  the 

followers  unintentionally. 
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The  point  to  be  considered  in  this  miraculous  marvel  is  that  if 
Jama’ at  had  been  offered  at  the  railway  platform  then  it  could 
have  been  said  that  the  guard  prevented  the  train  from 
departure  having  seen  the  Saint  of  Allah  Jksffc  offering  Salah. 
Since  Salah  was  offered  inside  the  train,  it  cannot  be  conceived 
that  the  guard  would  have  seen  the  beloved  of  Allah  JU-sA 
offering  Salah  inside  the  train  in  such  a short  time  and  thence 
delayed  the  departure.  (Hayat-e-A’la  Hadrat,  vol.  3,  pp.  189-190) 

May  Allah  have  mercy  upon  him  and  may  He  forgive  us 
without  any  accountability  for  his  sake! 

phij  ^ll\  s\A>  ifJ\ 

Woh  kay  us  dar  ka  huwa  khalq-e-Kliuda  us  kT  lull 
Woh  kay  us  dar  say  phird  Allah  us  say  phir  gaya 

(Hadaiq-e-Bcikhshish ) 

Explanation  of  Raza’s  poetry:  One  who  becomes  truly  devoted 
in  the  court  of  the  Beloved  and  Blessed  Prophet  JiaiAi  J*, 

all  creatures  of  Allah  become  his  obedient  and  the  one 
who  disregards  this  blessed  court  is  rejected  from  the  merciful 
court  of  Allah  AwX 
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His  books 

A’la  Hadrat  JfcS  ^ wrote  approximately  1000  books  on 
different  topics.  He  wrote  millions  of  ‘Fatawa  (religious  rulings)’ 
from  the  period  1286  A.H.  to  1340  A.H.,  but  unfortunately,  all 
of  them  could  not  be  recorded.  Those  which  were  copied  have 
been  compiled  under  the  title  eSjlilll  j 111  UUSill.’ 

The  latest  edition  of  ‘ Fatawa  Razawiyyah’  consists  of  30  volumes, 
21656  pages,  6847  question-answers  and  206  booklets.  (Fatawa 
Razawiyyah,  vol.  30,  pp.  10  - Raza  foundation,  Lahore)  His  thorough 
knowledge  of  Quran,  Ahadls,  Fiqh,  Mantiq  (logic)  etc.  can  be 
judged  only  by  a deep  study  of  his  Fatawa.  An  ocean  of 
argumentation  is  turbulent  in  each  Fatwa.  The  names  of  seven 
booklets  of  A’la  Hadrat  are: 


1. 


A’la  Hadrat 


wrote  this  booklet  condemning  those  who  slander  Allah 
by  associating  the  vice  of  ‘telling  lies’  with  Him.  This 
booklet  was  a death  blow  to  the  opponents’  fabricated 


standpoint.  (2)  (3)  Jill}  0*^  (4)  0^'  Jyf- 

(5)  .i.U  (6)  \ Qil  (7)  otjTii  olL>- 
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Translation  of  the  Holy  Quran 

The  Urdu  translation  of  the  Holy  Quran  done  by  Ala  Hadrat 
dts5  4)i  is  superior  to  all  other  Urdu  translations  of  the 
present  era.  The  translation  done  by  Ala  Hadrat 
is  called  ‘Kanz-ul-Iman.’  Ala  Hadrat’s  spiritual  successor, 
Maulana  Sayyid  Na’imuddin  Muradabadi  Aji  aali  has 
added  marginalia  titled  Khazain-ul-Trfan  and  Shaykh  Mufti 
Ahmad  Yar  Khan  has  appended  marginalia  titled 

Nur-ul-Trfan  in  Kanz-ul-Iman. 


The  sad  demise 

Deriving  the  year  of  his  demise  from  Part  29  verse  15  of  Surah 
Ad-Dahr  of  the  Holy  Quran,  Ala  Hadrat  disclosed 

about  his  demise  four  months  and  twenty  two  days  before  the 
demise.  There  are  1340  numerals  in  that  verse  according  to 
Tlm-e-Abjad  and  1340  Hijrl  is  his  death  year  as  per  Islamic 
calendar.  That  Quranic  verse  is: 

c A j g — d j O’? 

Rounds  of  silver  utensils  and  goblets  will  be  there  for  them. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman  (Translation  of  Quran)]  (Part  29,  Surah  Ad-Dahr,  Verse  15) 
(Sawdnih  Imam  Ahmad  Raza,  pp.  384) 
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A’la  Hadrat  passed  away  on  25th  Safar-ul-Muzaffar 

1340  Hijri  (1921)  on  Friday  at  2:38  p.m.  according  to  India 
times  (at  02:08  p.m.  according  to  PST).  As  soon  as  the  Muazzin 
uttered  jp  (j-,  A’la  Hadrat  Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat,  Mujaddid 
of  Ummah,  Revivalist  of  Sunnah,  Eradicator  of  Bid’ ah,  Scholar 
of  Shari’ ah,  Guide  of  Tariqah,  ‘Allamah  Maulana  Al-Haj  Al- 
Hafiz  Al-Qari  Ash-Shah  Imam  Ahmad  Raza  Khan 
departed  from  this  world. 

0 


Today,  his  blessed  shrine  is  the  focal  point  for  visitors  in 
Bareilly  Sharif. 


Wait  in  the  court  of  the  Holy  Prophet 

On  25th  Safar-ul-Muzaffar  (1340  A.H.),  a Syrian  scholar  dreamed 
in  Balt-ul-Muqaddas  that  Imam  Ahmad  Raza  Khan 
was  present  in  the  grand  court  of  the  Beloved  and  Blessed 
Prophet  j*;  Holy  Prophet’s  Companions 

and  Auliya  were  also  present  and  there  was  utter  silence.  It 
seemed  as  if  they  were  waiting  for  someone.  The  Syrian  scholar 
humbly  asked  the  Beloved  Prophet  JUs  Ys  <jis5  ah  J*,  ‘Ya 
Rasulallah  J&aik&teJisSttii  J*!  May  my  parents  be  sacrificed  on 
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you!  Who  is  being  awaited?’  The  Holy  Prophet  J* 

replied,  ‘We  are  waiting  for  Ahmad  Raza.’  The  scholar  asked, 
‘Who  is  Ahmad  Raza?’  The  Beloved  Prophet  JtsSifai  J*- 

replied,  ‘He  is  a native  of  Bareilly  in  India.’  When  the  saint 
awoke,  he  immediately  journeyed  from  Syria  to  Bareilly  Sharif 
to  meet  A’la  Hadrat  ^ but  to  his  dismay,  he  learnt 

that  A’la  Hadrat  ■aifcJtsSs&i had  passed  away  on  the  same  day 
(i.e.  25th  Safar,  1340  A.H.)  when  he  dreamt  the  Holy  Prophet 
jisaJhajls  Jusasi  J*  waiting  for  ‘Ahmad  Raza.’  (Sawanih  Imam  Ahmad 
Raza,  p.  391) 

Yd  IlahT jab  Raza  khuwdb-e-girdn  say  sar  uthaye 
Dawlat-e-bayddr-e-  ‘ishq-e-Mustafa  ka  sath  ho 

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish ) 

its^\ ^ll\  o\Aj  J\J\ 


Sag-e-Ghaus-o-Raza: 

Muhammad  Ilyas  Qadiri  Razavi  TT  jf- 

25th  of  Safar-ul-Muzaffar,  1393  Hijri 
31-03-1973 
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